Child abuse and maltreatment of school aged children takes the form of physical, sexual and emotional abuse. Physical abuse involves causing deliberate harm to a child or punishing a child without considering their age. Sexual abuse involves exposing a child to sexual activities or using them as sexual objects. Emotional abuse arises from acts such as constant yelling, bullying, threatening, comparisons, exposure to violence and ignoring a child as a punishment (Lloyd, 2018). Children who are most vulnerable to child abuse include those living in poverty, those with young, poorly informed and single parents. 
The nurse assessment findings that may indicate the different forms of child abuse in school aged children. The signs of physical abuse include burns, fractures and bruises whose mechanisms are not reasonable. Sexual abuse indicators in school aged children include bleeding or bruises in the genitals, sexually transmitted diseases, pain, discharge and odor in the genitals (Gonzalez et al., 2022). Emotional abuse can be indicated by changes in behavior including academic performance, hostility, loss of self-esteem, attempts of self-harm and not attending school several times. Some medical conditions and cultural healing practices may make diagnosis challenging since they appear as child abuse. These cultural practices include coining, birth marking, and cupping (Killion, 2017). It is therefore important that the healthcare provider is aware of certain cultural practices. 
The reporting mechanism for suspected child abuse in California is reporting the matter to the Child Protective Services agency. The nurse just like any other healthcare provider has a responsibility to report a suspected case of child abuse and neglect. The nurse must not be sure of the abuse but must have a reasonable suspicion ((Gonzalez et al., 2022). The nurses must ensure that they provide the victim with a calm and safe environment. They should also examine the victim to identify signs of abuse. Another responsibility is documenting the findings and statements and behavior of the victim.
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