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Topic 2 DQ 1
Qualitative data refers to data that characterizes qualities, attributes, or properties, as opposed to numerical or quantitative data (Tenny et al., 2019). This kind of data is generally collected using approaches like questionnaires, field notes, observations, interviews, focus groups, and surveys that allow for open-ended responses. Due to its vast nature, qualitative data can be voluminous and difficult to manage and organize. Notably, qualitative data is requisite for researchers as it aids in orchestrating an organized data analysis. To help researchers manage and organize their data, a variety of solutions are available (Tenny et al., 2019). Two such strategies that can help researchers are the data management plan and framework approach. 
The first strategy that a researcher can use is a formal document known as a data management plan (DMP) which describes how data will be gathered, saved, and shared throughout a research project (Antonio et al., 2020). Before beginning a research endeavor, a researcher can better organize and manage their data by developing a DMP. The DMP should contain details about the kinds of data that will be gathered, how the data will be stored, and how it will be backed up and secured. The manner in which the data will be shared and stored once the study project is finished should also be covered. A DMP allows a researcher to make sure that their data is well-organized and simple to access, which can save time and labor while doing the study (Antonio et al., 2020). 
The second strategy is to use a framework approach, where a predefined coding framework is used to structure the data analysis process (Collaco et al., 2021). The researcher creates a coding framework comprising a set of categories or themes derived from the research objectives or questions. The framework approach provides a structured approach to data analysis, enabling the researcher to manage and organize the data by comparing it across different cases or respondents (Collaco et al., 2021). This approach also facilitates the identification of patterns and themes in the data. These strategies can help researchers gain valuable insights from the data and make significant contributions to their respective fields.
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