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Week 5 Assignment: Individual Practice Document – Scope of Practice
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Week 5 Assignment: Individual Practice Document – Scope of Practice
Using the interactive map, select the state you expect to practice in as an APRN and then select the link for the state’s Nurse Practice Act. This document is located on each State Board of Nursing website and will identify the regulations for the NP scope of practice for that state.
1. Please review the Nurse Practice Act and provide a summary of the scope of practice for NPs in the state where you intend to practice.
The scope of practice for the NPs in Massachusetts reflects the standards the delivery of services across different care settings and throughout individuals’ lifespan. The SOP includes health promotion, health education, disease prevention, counseling, diagnosis and management of both acute and chronic conditions, and abortion services for pregnancies less than 24 weeks old. Within the SOP, CNPs in Massachusetts can provide a signature, stamp, certification, verification, endorsement, or verification when providing some services relating to physical or mental health pursuant to M.G.L. c. 112, § 80I. In addition, CNPs may have full independent practice authority or work under supervised practice through collaborative practice agreements with a Qualified Healthcare Professional such as a physician. 
2. Please provide the hyperlink used to obtain this information: Using the interactive map, select the state(s) you expect to practice in as an APRN and access the Nurse Practice Act for that state. Review the information related to the state’s physician collaboration/supervision requirement, if applicable. Do not address prescriptive practices in this assignment. You are addressing the regulations related to practice in the advanced role.
APRNs have full independent practice authority in Massachusetts
 https://scopeofpracticepolicy.org/practitioners/nurse-practitioners/sop/practice-authority/.      
3. Provide a summary of any restrictions of practice and supervisory/collaborative practice agreements that are required related to the scope of practice.
Currently, there are no restrictions on APRNs’ practice, considering they do not require supervisory/collaborative practice agreements when acting within their SOP.
a. Provide the hyperlink used to obtain this information
https://www.mass.gov/doc/244-cmr-4-advanced-practice-registered-nursing/download 
4. Identify the Regulatory Agency for NP Practice. See Appendix 3A in the Buppert textbook. Verify this information with your state’s website, including the hyperlink for this information.
NP practice is under the authority of the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing 
https://www.nursinglicensure.org/np-state/massachusetts-nurse-practitioner/#:~:text=Massachusetts%20Advanced%20Practice%20Registered%20Nurses,'authorized'%20for%20advanced%20practice. 
5. Provide information related to qualifications and licensing for APRNs:
a. Identify the NP qualification requirements (do not address prescriptive authority yet) for the state(s) in which you plan to practice as an APRN. These are accessible by clicking on the interactive U.S. map.
The NP practice requires the following qualifications;
I. Possession of a graduate degree from a program designed to prepare the individual for advanced practice and having accreditation from a Board-recognized national accrediting organization for academic programs.
II. Secondly, at minimum, one must have successfully completed the core content at the graduate level in advanced assessment, advanced pathophysiology and advanced pharmacotherapeutics.
b. Provide the hyperlink used to obtain this information.
https://www.mass.gov/doc/244-cmr-4-advanced-practice-registered-nursing/download. 
6. Identify the APRN licensing requirements for the state(s) where you intend to practice.
For Board authorization to practice as a CPN, applicants should meet the following requirements: 
a) Have a valid Massachusetts RN licensure
b) Demonstrate good moral conduct consistent with M.G.L. c112, § 74
c) Proof compliance with the academic requirements 
d) Have a current CPN certification provided by a Board-recognized APRN certifying organization.
e) Pay the required licensure fees as mandated by the Executive Office of Administration and finance, unless waived consistent with M.G.L. c.112, & 1B.
f) Proof of participation in or application to participate in MassHealth as a provider of services or a non-billing provider
g) Proof of completing training pursuant to M.G.L. c.94C, § 18(e) if expecting to engage in prescriptive practice
            b. Provide the hyperlink used to obtain this information
https://www.mass.gov/doc/244-cmr-4-advanced-practice-registered-nursing/download.

