Response to Shannon Lansford
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your insightful discussion regarding the social determinants of health in Colorado. Social determinants of health have disparate effects across the states and on individuals, communities, and populations. As you have noted Colorado has been facing a severe problem with housing. Indeed, this has been a trend observed across many Southwestern States (Alpert, 2021).  Homelessness could lead to discriminatory practices. In my area of practice, I have often encountered several homeless individuals. Unfortunately, the level and quality of care they receive is sometimes lower because of the implicit biases that healthcare professionals hold towards them. In some cases, I find some clinicians associating such people’s homelessness with substance abuse, which indicates implicit bias. As a PMHNP, I believe we have a fundamental role in addressing such biases. As you propose, PMHNPs can advocate for permanent supportive housing for such individuals. Besides, offering training, creating awareness, and mentoring other nurses and clinicians could help in addressing the issue. 
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