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Scholarly Activity Summary
Overview
One scholarly activity I participated in was an interdisciplinary committee meeting on infection control to prevent hospital-acquired infections. Per se, the overarching goal of the interdisciplinary committee meeting was to tailor strategies for mitigating the spread of infections. The interdisciplinary committee targeted healthcare professionals from diverse disciplines, including the organization’s executives, nurses, unit managers, charge nurses, nurse assistants, physicians, infection control experts, pharmacists, and administrators. The committee focused on developing comprehensive strategies to prevent hospital-acquired infections (HAIs) within the oncology unit and the organization. The committee discussed several aspects, such as identifying high-risk infection areas, introducing evidence-based practices, and encouraging collaboration among healthcare teams. Two meetings were held at the facility’s conference room, fostering a setting conducive to open communication and collaborative efforts.
Problem
The interdisciplinary committee was explicitly designed to address and resolve the significant issue of HAIs, which pose a substantial threat to patient safety, especially among hospitalized patients. HAIs rank among the top ten causes of high mortality rates in the USA, contributing to elevated healthcare costs that burden both patients and healthcare organizations (Werneburg, 2022). The committee comprehensively assessed the oncology unit and the entire organization. It identified some areas contributing to infection transmission, like poor catheterization practices and shared spaces. The problem of hospital-acquired infections extended to the whole facility, requiring an evidence-based resolution.

Solution
The interdisciplinary team meticulously formulated infection control measures underpinned by evidence-based practices. As such, the measures included introducing rigorous hand hygiene protocols and ensuring that healthcare professionals adhered to comprehensive guidelines for effective handwashing and sanitation. Moreover, the team stressed the importance of adequately utilizing personal protective equipment (PPE), aiming to create a robust barrier between healthcare providers and potential sources of infection. The committee emphasized the significance of consistent compliance among the healthcare staff to curb the spread of HAIs. 
Opportunity
Remarkably, the committee identified opportunities to promote hand hygiene in waiting areas and facility corridors, providing effective locations for patients and visitors to practice hand hygiene. As committee members, we recommended the installation of handwashing sinks, alcohol gels, taps, and soaps in all hospital wards, especially for those at risk for infections. Most importantly, the committee recognized that continuous education and training regarding proper hygiene practices were vital for healthcare staff, patients, and their families. The committee aimed to espouse a culture of awareness and competence among the workforce, promoting a pragmatic approach to infection prevention. The committee encouraged healthcare providers to prioritize and advocate for hand hygiene during patient room entry and exit, after contact with devices, catheters, or wounds, and during mealtime (Martos-Cabrera et al., 2019). As a nurse, participating in interdisciplinary committees is paramount for nurturing a culture of collaboration and cooperation in delivering quality care services while addressing population health needs. Furthermore, engaging in these activities can promote leadership and patient advocacy skills, promoting my professional development as an oncology nurse.
Program Competencies Addressed
The interdisciplinary committee addressed the following program competencies MC1 and MC5; 1:1, 1:2, 1:3, 1:4, and 1:5; 2:2 and 2:3; 3:1, 3:2, 3:3, and 3:4; 4:2 and 4:3; 5:1, 5:3, and 5:4.
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