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Introduction
Quantitative research methodologies involve approaches that include experimental, quasi-experimental, and longitudinal designs. This type of research also includes a group of participants who are then randomized into two equal groups: one of which is a control group that does not get the intervention, while the treatment group does receive the intervention. Quasi-experimental design is comprised of non-equivalent comparison groups without randomization of the participants. Longitudinal design is conducted over several months to years to view consistency in the results and to increase confidence that the findings are significant and can be counted on as a standard. Quantitative designs are also common for different DNP projects that include pre-/post-interventions which do not have a control group because we are not looking to generate new knowledge; rather, we are looking and analyzing practice changes because of what was identified in the literature and current evidence-based practice.
Chapter II of your Scholarly Practice Project (SPP) paper will be an analysis and synthesis of the Review of the Literature. The Literature Review Matrix is the organizational tool you will develop to assist the organization of the articles for the literature review. This tool is provided in both Word and Excel formats for your preference. The advantage of using the Excel document is that reviewed articles can easily be sorted into corresponding categories. Although the matrix may be labor intensive, it will become a valuable tool for the quick retrieval and synthesizing of data for Chapter II.
Learning Materials Introduction
This week, your focus includes an overview of the components of the Scholarly Practice Project (SPP) and preparing you with advanced competencies for roles as a leader or faculty or in the clinical arena.
All the weekly learning materials (WO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6) will assist you as you complete the weekly assignments. They will also prepare you with content needed to develop your SPP and enhance your role as a DNP-prepared scholar.
The content within the learning materials should provide support to substantiate the value of the DNP-prepared nurse and the significance of your DNP Scholarly Practice Project (SPP).

Learning Objectives
By the end of this week, you will be able to:
1. Investigate the philosophical underpinnings of quantitative research methods.
2. Appraise the validity and reliability of quantitative research.
3. Identify at least three quantitative research articles for your Literature Matrix Table.
4. Locate applicable databases and research articles to include in your literature matrix.
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Grading Category: Literature Matrix
A literature matrix allows you to organize your research and summarize, paraphrase, and critique individual studies. You will be taking the required information from the individual articles and describing, analyzing, and applying that content into the literature matrix.
Instructions
Begin by completing the Literature Review Activity. After you have completed this activity, complete your review and critique of the research articles applicable to your Scholarly Practice Project (SPP).
For this assignment, you will upload your literature matrix.
Ensure the criteria for your matrix includes:
· References that are appropriate, useful, and come from respected publications
· Your findings that are clearly identified from research and other evidence-based sources
· A summary of each article that is relevant, clear, and accurate
· A strong critique of each reported study
· Unique or interesting points from each article (p. 78).
After you upload your matrix table, you will submit a word document in 500–750 words that discusses your process with the initial review of the literature and address the following:
· What are the key electronic databases that you are using?
· What are your successes and challenges in locating relevant literature for review?
· Does the process of abstracting and recording information from research articles into the Literature Review Matrix flow smoothly for you?
· What additional support might you need during this important literature review?
· How many articles do you anticipate critiquing prior to Week 10 for your literature matrix? (You should be prepared to review 15 to 20 articles.)
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Instructions
Select a quantitative research study that is related to your SPP topic. After reading the article, perform a synthesis of the article following the rubric as a guide. This synthesis should be able to be used in your chapter II as you move forward.
Please refer to the Grading Rubric for details on how this activity will be graded.
To Submit Your Assignment:
1. Select the Add Submissions button.
2. Drag or upload your file to the File Picker.
3. Select Save Changes.

