Re: Week 10 Discussion 1: Study Limitations
by Pamela Matthews - Wednesday, 30 October 2024, 9:05 PM
1. Describe the potential limitation of your project, such as sample size and/or sample type that is not representative of the population, geographic location, or setting. 

The potential limitations of the project include ensuring that data is accurately collected and completed by the participants, including completing the questionnaire and following up with an over-the-phone interview. There may be challenges related to this due to the population and issues with completing tasks and following through with the online survey, questionnaire, and interview due to population processing and issues with completing tasks. Another issue of consideration is research biases related to the population pool taken from NPs working with an outpatient psychiatric population. It may not reflect the entire population and could influence the outcome. Additionally, the recommended sample size can vary from 50 to more than 1000 samples to ascertain the correct items with the preferred response ratio. Scholars note that researchers often refer to 30 as a sample adequate for validation scenarios (Gunawan et al., 2021, p. 356).

Furthermore, DNP research projects typically use research questionnaires as a type of study instrument, which uses two forms: construction and psychometric. Notably, since the research is focused on expert opinions or perspectives, the sample size is often smaller for qualitative research. However, with quantitative research examining statistics, sample size numbers are typically more significant (Gunawan et al., 2021, p. 357). The research project will include a moderate size between 20-50 participants. Since the study uses mixed methods, an appropriate size for the quantitative data is applicable. Moreover, the research project should avoid a population sample that is too small to make conclusions about the accuracy of the study and should ensure a statistical analysis with an appropriate sample design or study, including exclusions and inclusion and references to the general population to ensure high study validity (Roush & Tesoro, 2018, p. 440).

2. Discuss your study’s transferability. Transferability is the extent to which qualitative and quantitative findings can be transferred to other settings or groups. 

The DNP scholarly project is highly transferable in qualitative and quantifiable group study designs, namely, due to the study's high degree of description through the use of qualitative design elements, which examine the phenomenon of being misdiagnosed or being diagnosed later in life with adult ADHD through the use of a systematic review of literature, case studies, and interview questions. Moreover, qualitative studies ensure transferability through “thick descriptions” from multiple sources and data collection (DeMarco, 2023, para. 3). On the other hand, quantitative data relies on objective data and uses confirmation to support the generalizability of a study, noting that the findings and the application of data along with evidence-based results can be applied in a general way outside of the study reviewed at external validity (DeMarco, 2023, para. 4). In addition, researchers note that by providing a diverse sampling to enhance the generality to include a broad population in research thus impacting the transferability of research findings. Another essential factor supporting transferability for the DNP project is the theoretical framework, which supports and provides a structure for the reasoning and framework for the project and its widespread application (Stalmeijer et al., 2024, p. 3).

3. Given your study/project proposal, will the ability to transfer the findings be limited anyway? Consider gender, geographic location, and setting, just to name a few. 

Consideration should be made to ensure that any potential transferability limitation will be considered. Potentially, there could be gender-related issues, noting that a higher percentage of the respondents might be female based on the demographics of the patient office setting. Another issue is age. The demographic age pool should span ages 18-65 to ensure an optimal sample size. Overall, the sample size should be large enough to ensure that gender, age, and other issues, such as socioeconomic status, could be accounted for. One limitation that might occur is the population where the sample is taken is homogenous to white European ancestry. Therefore, ethnically and racially, this could limit significant findings regarding race and adult ADHD diagnosis.

References

DeMarco, C. (2023). Trustworthiness of Qualitative Data. Resources.nu.edu. https://resources.nu.edu/c.php?g=1013606&p=8394398

Gunawan, J., Marzilli, C., & Aungsuroch, Y. (2021). Establishing appropriate sample size for developing and validating a questionnaire in nursing research. Belitung Nursing Journal, 7(5), 356–360. https://doi.org/10.33546/bnj.1927

Roush, K., & Tesoro, M. (2018). An examination of the rigor and value of final scholarly projects completed by DNP nursing students. Journal of Professional Nursing, 34(6), 437–443. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.profnurs.2018.03.003

Stalmeijer, R. E., Brown, M., & O’Brien, B. C. (2024). How to discuss transferability of qualitative research in health professions education. The Clinical Teacher, e13762. https://doi.org/10.1111/tct.13762








Re: Week 10 Discussion 1: Study Limitations
by April Coats - Thursday, 24 October 2024, 11:52 AM
Describe potential limitations to your project, such as sample size and/or sample type being non-representative of the population, geographic location, or setting.
The proposed SPP focuses on the implementation of a screening tool for the identification of relapse in veterans with substance use disorders (SUDs). The sample size includes a small number (10-20) of veteran participants, ranging between the ages of 18-65 who have a history of SUDs. The geographical location is centered around an organization that serves veterans with diverse backgrounds; there are veterans that come from all over the U.S., receiving specialized care. The setting is a residential specialty unit that focuses on solely rehabilitation and transition back into independent living. There will be limitations within the proposed SPP. Limitations are normal and don’t discredit or invalidate the results of an analysis, however it is always best to acknowledge these factors (Good, 2024). The potential limitations in the investigation include elements such as variability, sample size, and setting. For example, variability, contingent upon an individual’s characteristics (mental health disorders/conditions) could influence the effectiveness of the screening tool, leading to inconsistencies with data. Additionally, the bias that stem from utilizing veterans in a limited setting such a residential treatment facility could potentially skew the results and have an effect on the reliability of findings. Nonetheless, acknowledging and addressing limitations are important for optimal success, as well as the validity of the screening tool when applied in real-world situations.
Discuss your study’s transferability. Transferability is the extent to which qualitative and quantitative findings can be transferred to other settings or groups.
One of the primary reasons for conducting analysis or studies is so that the information/results can be shared; with a goal of understanding and applying the information to real-world settings. Transferability is integral when conducting analysis for application purposes, drawing information from specific settings, persons, and eras to those who have not been directly investigated (Drisko, 2024). The proposed SPP of implementing a screening tool to identify relapse in individuals with SUDs can aid as a model for comparable initiatives in various healthcare settings such as outpatient facilities, community health facilities, and schools. If validated the tool could be adapted for wide-ranging use transversely amongst demographics, including different groups, various ages, or diverse backgrounds with similar histories. I believe this project could enhance applicability and relevance to a broad span of populations.
Given your study/project proposal, will the ability to transfer the findings be limited in any way? For example, consider gender, geographic location, and setting, just to name a few.
As previously stated, there will always be limitations within a study or project. The importance is understanding that identification and acknowledgment are key (Stalmeijer et al., 2024). The ability to transfer findings could potentially be limited by various factors such as geographic location, setting, and gender. Geographical locations play a significant role; areas that a rural can face challenges like transportation, healthcare accessibility, and individuals from rural areas may even a different perspective toward SUDs, which can impact the implementation as well as results of the project. Moreover, the integration of the tool can be affected depending on the setting, as varying factors such as staff, organizational structure, and patient background may influence the adoption of the implementation and overall effectiveness. However, highlighting the essential importance of careful consideration and variation of the project’s key findings when attempting to employ them throughout diverse settings, keeping in mind the relevance and effectiveness of the tool across various populations and circumstances.
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