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Important Points to Consider About the Scholarly Practice Project (SPP):

	1.  Nowhere, in this entire document should the use of "I," "we," "he," "she," "our," or 	"they" be used in any sentence. Review the APA text 7th Edition to be sure you are 	writing correctly and carefully. 

	2.  Be sure to only add to your scholarly practice project truthful findings, as this may 	become an ethical issue if you use someone's work and fail to cite it. 

	3.  Avoid at all costs thinking that your undergraduate level of writing will be acceptable 	here. If your faculty asks that you seek help with writing, please do so immediately and 	find resources available at Regis College or outside the College. Do not wait until your 	project gets to Chapter II to seek help. This doctoral degree is at a high level and thus 	rigor must be maintained. Therefore, a certain amount of high level writing is required to 	graduate.

	4.  Be sure to state "See Appendix X" for items you may have placed in the Appendices 	in order in which you talk about items in the Appendix. This should be done throughout 	this document.

	5.  Each chapter should have an Introduction and Conclusion. Here the student very 	briefly describes information that will be included in Chapter I. Although this document 	is single spaced, the actual manuscript should be double spaced by APA guidelines. 

	6.  Avoid the use of quotations frequently in the scholarly practice project. It is best to 	cite the authors using 	the correct APA format and reword what was said than to quote 	directly. Ultimately, this is your own work and must be presented in a scholarly manner.

	7.  Track changes on when the scholarly practice project is reviewed by the Chair and 	readers, should be accepted by the student and returned with all markups and comments 	removed-this may require review with Chair on a zoom to clarify changes prior. Save 	documents by date so you can go back, and review once revised. Be sure to put your 	name when you save any document in this program and the date.












Title of the Paper (upper and lower case and not bolded in quotes)


Chapter I:  Phenomenon of Interest

Introduction:

This paragraph or two minimum sets the stage for the reader and is where you attempt to "hook" the reader by grabbing their attention. It should be succinct, to the point, and logical with many references to support what you are claiming. 


Statement of the Problem-(2-3 paragraphs)
Take your Title and turn it into a Problem Statement, then later this becomes an Evidence-Based Practice Question. (Movie Trailer and then the movie)

	The reader should have a good idea as to what the problem is that you are going to address and why it is important to nursing (who/what/where/when/why). In developing the problem, propose three to five points justifying the need to embark upon this project. It is these points that should provide the organization for the background and significance; you will simply expand on them.  Focus on the scholarly project variables and related concepts. Give the reader a sense of what is already known about the problem or a succinct summary of the gap in evidence and how it pertains to your selected population/practice setting. 


Background (2-4 pages)

	It should build a logical, rationale, argument for doing the scholarly practice project.  State the gap in the literature that you may have found. This section is important as you will capture the reader's attention and "hook them" so that they will want to read more. This section should be very well referenced with presentation of the 5 main themes (these become headers for your Chapter II and explain and support this). These themes should be supported with some three to five of your best references that represent a brief synthesis of the literature that helps to build your argument and assure it is not based on hearsay or your opinion.  By the time the reader finishes the background section, they should be able to guess the purpose of your scholarly practice project without reading any further. 



Purpose of the Study-one paragraph and is similar to the Problem Statement yet more clearly stated.

 Example:


The purpose of this scholarly practice project is to compare the effectiveness of patient-controlled versus nurse-administered antiemetic therapy on chemotherapy patients. 



PICOT

State your EBP Practice Question(s) that identifies the scholarly practice project variables and the population.  Describe the independent variable (what is being manipulated or cause) and dependent variable (not manipulated or effect). Create your Population Intervention Comparison Outcomes Timeline (PICOT) ) question. 
P. (Population)
I.  (Intervention-what are you doing to the independent variable and should be based on 	national guidelines and theoretical framework)
C. (Comparison-optional and used in more experimental or quantitative studies or what is 	normally done)
O. (Outcomes-predicts results)
T. (Timeline for the scholarly practice project -create this using a table that you design)



PICOT Example:  

P: Patients undergoing chemotherapy 
I: Patient-controlled antiemetic therapy via PCA during chemotherapy treatment 
C: Nurse-controlled antiemetic therapy (scheduled/PRN)
O: Patients will demonstrate less nausea and vomiting and take less nurse-administered antiemetic therapy 
T: Within an 8-week period of time 


https://accelerate.uofuhealth.utah.edu/improvement/ask-wisely-and-you-shall-receive-how-to-formulate-clinical-questions


Project Objectives-present at least 3-5 Objectives.  

	Guidelines for the "SMART" Objectives:

	1.  Speak to the project change in practice needed or gap in the literature and address the 	target population.
	2.  What concepts are being measured (may have more than one).
	3.  What instrument or survey tool will be used to measure the concepts of choice (may 		have more than one).
	4.  Describe the goal of the Intervention.
	5.  Should be about dissemination or how will you share your results.

	This is a two to three sentence statement on what is the specific purpose for doing this 	study/project.  Begin this section with “The purpose of this Scholarly Practice Project is 	to…”

https://www.managers.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CHK-231-	Setting_Smart_Objectives.pdf

Example Project Objectives:
· To determine if patients at a Midwest oncology clinic receiving antiemetic therapy by patient-controlled pump during chemotherapy treatment will demonstrate less nausea and vomiting. 
· To determine if patients at a Midwest oncology clinic receiving antiemetic therapy by patient-controlled pump during chemotherapy treatment will take less nurse-administered antiemetic therapy during treatment.
· Upon completion of project, to disseminate results to staff and providers at the Midwest oncology clinic and present findings at a local, state, or national workshop or conference.
	

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Question

Provide your clinical practice question here

 https://rushu.libguides.com/dnp/pico


Example:

In patients undergoing chemotherapy does patient-controlled antiemetic therapy versus nurse-controlled antiemetic therapy improve control of nausea and vomiting and decrease need for nurse-controlled antiemetics? 


Chemotherapy-induced nausea and vomiting is one of the most common and distressful side effects among patients on chemotherapy. Inability to prevent or alleviate this side effect can lead to poor quality of life, decreased compliance to treatment, and shortened survival outcomes. Interventions to alleviate this side effect have been proven to only be moderately effective in treatment. New treatment options to prevent or reduce nausea and vomiting for chemotherapy patients are needed.  
 







Significance to Nursing (4 paragraph minimum: one paragraph per heading)
	
	In the significance section, you will address the importance of the identified problem to nursing practice, research, education, and leadership. Briefly describe how implementation of your scholarly practice project may impact nursing practice. Be sure to address the following in each category:

	1.  Nursing Practice:

	2.  Nursing Research:

	3.  Nursing Education:

	4.  Nursing Leadership:




Theoretical Framework-can be a non-nursing theory (1-2 pages minimum)
	
	Describe the theory in detail for your scholarly practice project.  It can be a theory that lends understanding of the clinical problem and aids in developing interventions.  Mid-range nursing theory, learning theory for educational studies, leadership theory, psychological or behavioral theories are some examples. If you are using a theory, include a picture or graphic of the theory and present this as a Figure in the body of the text for clarity. Cite the permission to use the theory obtained by emailing the theorist, looking online at a website that may give permission on the site, or calling a theorist. Take a screenshot of the permission or copy and paste email permission and add to Appendices.


http://home.nwciowa.edu/publicdownload/Nursing Department%5CNUR310%5CWhither Nursing Models. The Value of Nursing Theory.pdf

https://ebn.bmj.com/content/ebnurs/22/2/36.full.pdf
	









Philosophical Assumptions from the Theoretical Framework 

	The philosophical assumptions are stated in the theoretical framework and you may simply copy and paste these here. Summarize how these assumptions fit with your study (1-2 paragraphs). Explain how the theoretical framework and assumptions fit with your study. Add one or two of your own assumptions.


 https://www.mvorganizing.org/what-are-philosophical-assumptions/

 
Evidence-Based Practice (EBP) Model-can be a non-nursing model (brief introduction to this model 1 page minimum)


Describe the EBP model that will guide your scholarly practice project and your rationale for choosing it. Delineate the Steps of the model in Chapter III under "Plan" (save those for later).  Briefly present the model adding a graphic in the body of the text and add permission or screenshot to the Appendices.


https://voice.ons.org/news-and-views/adopt-an-evidence-based-practice-model-to-facilitate-practice-change




Conclusion-of Chapter I use this place to summarize for the reader the main thrust of Chapter I (1-2 paragraphs)


















Chapter II:  Review of Literature

Introduction

This chapter includes a literature review that is substantive enough to support the major variables in your scholarly practice project and variables that you choose to measure on your questionnaire, if you are using a questionnaire. The literature review should be relevant and comprehensive.  It should be at the level of synthesis rather than report or summation. It should be consistent with your EBP model in that it is a synthesis and critical appraisal of the best evidence supporting your proposed practice change. 

Each chapter should have an introduction. Here, the student very briefly describes information that will be included in Chapter II.  In this first paragraph of this chapter, you are to identify: (1) the databases and internet sites or search engines used to explore the literature (CINAHL, Medline, Cochrane, etc.), (2) search words used, (3) dates from-to covered for this study/project, (4) time period when the search was conducted (Fall, 2XXX), (5) special journals hand-searched and any relevant sources used in performing the literature search. The goal is to provide an audit trail (map that would allow a reader to find the work that you are citing).

Literature Review (12-15 pages minimum)

Present a succinct synthesis of the literature about all areas of your scholarly practice project. You are presenting for the reader what is known about the subject matter. Indicate how the studies relate to your SPP. Provide important information about the studies, including type of research, description of sample, key findings, merits, and limitations. It is expected that you will use headings and sub-headings to organize the presentation of the literature. 
The last paragraph is a summation or conclusion of the literature presented, including a reflection on its application to your project. The basic emphasis is on research that is similar to what you are doing but not exactly the same. You should highlight how it is the same and different from what you are doing. 
	  This section covers related non-empirical material—articles, position statements, professional guidelines, noteworthy speeches and letters, internal data, and grey literature. Examples may include definition and diagnostic criteria for certain physical and psychiatric disorders.  You may draw on nursing literature, medicine, education, or other fields. This is very important in practice improvement projects such as Quality Improvement.  Governmental agencies such as AHRQ, HHS, and others publish evidence.  They often have information that is supported by research. 
 
	This Chapter requires that each article is critically appraised and added to the body of this Chapter. It is a good idea to compare and contrast articles and logically deduce by the end of the Chapter the best method to approach carrying out your study. Place articles from the literature search into the Levels of Evidence Table below.


https://libguides.sonoma.edu/c.php?g=202651&p=1355172

https://libguides.regiscollege.edu/nursing_litreview/how_to_write

https://guides.himmelfarb.gwu.edu/Nursing/bsn-literature-review


Levels of Evidence 

Table of the Levels of Evidence

	Level of Evidence
	Description
	Articles

	Level I
	Experimental study, randomized controlled trial (RCT), systematic review of RCT’s, with or without meta-analysis
	1

	Level II
	Quasi-experimental study, systematic review of a combination of RCTs and quasi-experimental, or quasi-experimental studies only, with or without meta-analysis
	10

	Level III
	Non-experimental study, systematic review of a combination of RCTs, quasi-experimental and non-experimental studies only, with or without meta-analysis. Qualitative study or systematic review with or without a meta-synthesis
	8

	Level IV
	Opinion of respected authorities and/or nationally recognized expert committees/consensus panels based on scientific evidence
 Includes:  
Clinical practice guidelines  
Consensus panels
	7

	Level V
	Based on experiential and non-research evidence 
Includes:  Literature reviews, quality improvement, program or financial evaluation, case reports, opinion of nationally recognized experts(s) based on experiential evidence 
	1






https://libguides.nvcc.edu/evidence-based-practice/levelsofevidence	 



Johns Hopkins Critical Appraisal Form


https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/evidence-based-practice/ijhn_2017_ebp.html

https://hsl.upstate.edu/uploads/20200214-jhneb/2017_Appendix-E_Research-Appraisal-Tool.pdf

https://guides.upstate.edu/c.php?g=1023176&p=7411259


Evidence Summary Tool

Please critically appraise all of the articles in your study.
Findings that help answer the EBP question: Although there may be many points of interest to the reviewer, list only findings that directly apply to the EBP question. 
Limitations: Include information that may or may not be within the text of the article regarding drawbacks of the piece of evidence. The evidence may list limitations, or it may be evident to you as you review the evidence that an important point is missed, or the sample does not apply to the population of interest. 
Evidence Level /Quality: Using information from the Individual Appraisal Tools, transfer the evidence level and quality rating into this column. 
Johns Hopkins Resources:
https://libguides.ohsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=16277844https://libguides.ohsu.edu/ebptoolkit/levelsofevidence
https://libguides.ohsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=16277844













Student Name:                                                    						

Date: 

EBP Question: 

Search Dates: 

Databases: 

Search Terms:
[bookmark: _Hlk10797357]
	Article
#
	Author & Date
	Evidence Type
	Sample, Sample Size, & Setting
	Study findings that help answer the EBP question
	Limitations
	

Outcomes
	Evidence Level & Quality

	
1
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Attach a reference list with full citations of articles reviewed for this EBP question.

Directions for Use of this Form

Purpose: This form is used to document the results of evidence appraisal in preparation for evidence synthesis.  It provides the EBP team with documentation of the sources of evidence used, the year the evidence was published or otherwise communicated, the information gathered from each evidence source that helps the team answer the EBP question, and the level and quality of each source of evidence. 

Header:  Record the EBP question and date of the EBP project for reference.

# Column: Assign a number to each reviewed source of evidence.  This organizes the Individual Evidence Summary and will be helpful when completing the Synthesis form.

Author/Date: Indicate the last name of first author, or the evidence source and the publication/communication date.  It is important to list both author/evidence source and date because several documents may be from the same source.

Evidence Type: Indicate the type of evidence reviewed (example: RCT, meta-analysis, qualitative, systematic review, case study, narrative literature review). 

Sample, Sample Size & Setting: This is only applicable for evidence levels I, II, III, and Level V quality improvement or financial analysis. Provides a quick view of the population, number of participants, and where the study took place. 

Study findings that help answer the EBP question: Although there may be many points of interest to the reviewer, list only findings that directly apply to the EBP question.

Limitations: Include information that may or may not be within the text of the article regarding drawbacks of the piece of evidence. The evidence may list limitations, or it may be evident to you as you review the evidence that an important point is missed, or the sample does not apply to the population of interest.

Evidence Level /Quality: Using information from the Individual Appraisal Tools, transfer the evidence level and quality rating into this column.













Johns Hopkins Synthesis Matrix


Present Synthesis of Articles (logically presented in the body of the paper)
add headers for each of the themes you have chosen (ie. 2-6 themes can be used)


Student Name: 										

Date: 

EBP Question:

[bookmark: _Hlk10797684]Background: Appraising the evidence is the first, and essential step, to complete before starting an evidence-based project. The next step is to identify the main themes from the appraisal of the evidence to synthesize the key themes/ideas.  The synthesis matrix will help to write the review of the literature (ROL) for the EBP project. The final step is to develop a recommendation practice change based on the evidence.
Step 2 Directions:
· Sources: Label the column on the far left with the articles from your Evidence Summary Tool. 
· Themes: Label the columns at the top of the chart with the main ideas/themes from your sources. 
· For each article, identify which theme was addressed in the article; use page numbers and/or quotes to help locate evidence for writing the ROL. 


	Article
#
	Author & Date
	Main Idea/Theme 
#1
	Main Idea/Theme
 #2
	Main Idea/Theme
#3
	Main Idea/Theme 
#4
	Main Idea/Theme 
#5

	
1.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
2. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
3.
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5.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
6.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
7.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
8.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
9.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
10.

	
	
	
	
	
	



Johns Hopkins Resources:

https://guides.upstate.edu/c.php?g=1023176&p=7411259

https://libguides.ohsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=59072788



























Empirical Evidence

Present the empirical or quantitative studies and synthesize how these apply to your scholarly practice project. These are studies that are strictly experimental in nature and consist of control groups and randomize the participants.




Non-Empirical Evidence


Present the non-empirical, non-experimental, or  non-quantitative studies should be included. Synthesize how these apply to your study. These are studies without randomization of participants and may or may not have control groups. These include quasi-experimental, mixed methods, descriptive, exploratory, and qualitative studies. 


1.  Implications for Nursing

2.  Impact on Population Outcomes

3.  Legal and Policy Issues

4.  Quality and Safety

5.  Cost Effectiveness





Conclusion













Chapter III:  Methodology

Introduction:

	Each chapter should have an introduction. Here the student very briefly describes information that will be included in Chapter III. A good idea to cite your textbook here for each section.

Methodology
2-3 paragraphs about this section-use research text descriptors of methodology and explain yours.


Design

	Sample Designs include the following:

	1.  Quantitative/Experimental:  requires a control group and randomized sampling.
	2.  Quasi-experimental:  no control group and not random sample.
	3.  Mixed methods:  use of quasi-experimental design with 3-5 open-ended questions.
	4.  Descriptive: descriptive statistics may be obtained non-quantitative.
	5.  Exploratory: Pilot study or focus groups
	6.  Qualitative or Phenomenological:  interviewing participants with audio or video 	taping utilizing a small, convenience sample.

State the type of research design (e.g., quantitative, qualitative, mixed-methods, quasi-experimental, exploratory) and rationale for use.
 	If you are designing a project for implementation or evaluation, you should include the following: define and describe proposed project/practice change, potential outcomes, and evaluation methods. Remember, these are features to consider for every design.  
	If you need to gather more evidence for your project, then the first part of your project design will entail using research methods to gather more evidence.

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Question

Repeat your exact clinical question as identified in Chapter I.  This reminds the reader of the variables and concepts used in your SPP project. This needs to be consistent throughout this document.








Sample

Provide an introductory paragraph to explain how the sample of participants will be found including the following:
	
	Recruitment Plan:  how will you recruit your subjects or participants? Invitation or flyer 	sent to each participant? What information will be provided in the invitation-deadlines? 	Add to Appendices

	Sample Size:  how many participants do you plan to enroll in your scholarly practice 	project? An estimate is good enough.

	Sampling:  what kind of sampling method will you use? Convenience, snowballing, 	randomization? Use your text to explain and cite.

	Inclusion Criteria:  who is allowed to participate in the scholarly practice project and 	rationale? This can be pulled from the Regis IRB application once approved.

	Exclusion Criteria:  who is not allowed to participate in the scholarly practice project 	with rationale?

Setting
	The setting should not be recognizable to protect privacy. Present a broad view of the 	setting.  Permission to conduct the study in Appendices or external site permission from 	their IRB.


	For example:
The proposed setting for this study/project is a large, teaching hospital in the Northeast 	section of the United States.  The actual place where the scholarly practice project 	will be carried out is three medical-surgical units in this hospital.  Each unit has a bed 	capacity of 25-30 beds with occupancy rates of 92%-95%. 

If subject recruitment is performed via email or on-line, the researcher student will focus on where the subjects were obtained.  

Measurement

Variables

	1.  Independent Variable: (Cause-what you are manipulating to result in an effect)


	2. Dependent Variable(s).  (effect-what is not manipulated and is the effect of the 	independent variable and measures the concepts from the theoretical framework)


Explain how your theory fits with the sub-concepts and what you are measuring in a clear detailed and concise manner.


Intervention:		

	Provide a detailed explanation of the intervention for the study. If it is a video provide a link in the Appendix, a power point screenshot it into the Appendix, and whatever is used it is best to place it in the Appendix for the reader. It is a good idea to create 3 SMART objectives for your intervention to clarify for the participants. What will be taught to the population of choice and how will it occur? Create a timeline for the intervention as to how long will it take? Should not have an intervention that is longer than necessary and appeals to the audience so that participation is high. Should be based upon national guidelines for a practice change and fills the gap in the literature that you may have found. Some mention of the theoretical framework concepts should be done as well. Be sure to provide an exemplar for the participant or a take away such as a completed simulation, case study, or scenario.

	Intervention key ingredients:
	1.  Set the stage for your intervention and share aspects of your theoretical framework 	concepts if appropriate.
	2.  Create SMART objectives.
	3.  Introduce the national guidelines or theory based information.
	4.  Create an Exemplar to help the participants apply new knowledge. This is based on 	learning theory in that the learner does well if an example or case study is shown.
	5.  This must be completed prior to submitting the Regis College or External Site IRB.

Plan and Procedures:
Delineate the steps of your EBP Model here and how you plan to carry out each step with your study. 
	ie:
	Step 1:

	Step 2:

	Step 3:

You must follow the steps within the EBP Model and explain how your study will follow these steps. Each model has a variety of steps that encompass the rollout of your study, data collection, and analysis of results.  If you are doing an EBP project, your paper will follow the steps within the model, but the information listed below should be incorporated in those steps.




Data Analysis 
 
	Explain how your data will be collected and analyzed in the sub headers below utilizing the textbook, consult with IntellectusStatistics consultant, or Project Chair to assure that the analysis is correctly presented. The analysis produced is Chapter IV. However, you will need to insert paragraphs along the way to state in third person and your own words what the results of each table mean for your study.


Instrumentation

	You must use a reliable and valid instrument, survey, or tool with documentation of the reliability scores in a publication or on a website. Avoid creating a tool due to excessive time is needed to validate with factor analysis, a very complicated high level statistical analysis. Creating your own tool can lead to error and bias rendering your study useless. You must obtain faculty permission to create your own instrument, survey, or tool. A screenshot of permission for using the instrument, survey, or tool must be placed in the Appendices. This may be in an email or on a website.

	1.  Demographic Survey-place this in the Appendix.

	What is the plan for gathering demographic information?  Please use a list 				of established items to be provided to choose which items you wish to measure.

	2.  Instrument #1-place a copy in the Appendix.

	3.  Instrument #2- place a copy in the Appendix.


	Qualitative Studies

		How will you manage the audio recordings, 	transcriptions and assess for 	trustworthiness?  Will you plan to use an outside auditor or 	second researcher to assure 	credibility and trustworthiness of the findings?  Will you use a computer software 	program for content analysis and thematic analysis? Determine what type of 	analysis will be used. Discuss this process for the reader.










Timetable  

What is the timetable for completing your study/project?
This may be put into a table format, in color, and placed here in the body of the text.
How long will it take for the participants to consent, do pretests, watch the intervention, 	and take posttests? How long is the study going to run.


Ethical Considerations

	Regis Institutional Review Board (IRB)

	Informed Consent-add to Appendices.

	Thoroughly describe your plans to seek Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval from 	Regis College and the site where the project will be implemented. Add your Regis IRB 	approval letter to the Appendix. Include a description of your project, purpose, methods, 	and plan for protection of human subjects, and a contingency plan if there may be a 	likelihood that an adequate sample is not obtained from the selected and approved 	setting. It is also important that you develop an informed consent document (Place in 	Appendix) for study participants including the above information. Some institutions will 	put some of these evidence-based projects through their Quality Improvement 	Departments, as opposed to their IRB. All projects will go through the outside agencies 	first and then to the Regis IRB, even if it goes to the Quality Improvement Department. 	In the event that the outside agency does not have an IRB or Quality Improvement 	Department, they will need to generate a letter accepting the project will be done in their 	facility.

The Doctor of Nursing Practice scholarly project ethics involves the protection of dignity 	of subjects and the publication of the information in the project. However, as a nurse that 	is participating in collecting evidence for their scholarly project, you must follow three 	distinct value systems: society, nursing, and science, which may conflict with the value of 	subjects, communities, and societies and engender tensions and dilemmas in nursing.
	The nature of nursing, and the advocacy role of nurses, guides the person conducting the 	data collection and writing the project document will attempt to highlight the possible 	conflicts that nurses have to deal with, when undertaking or participating in a clinical 	practice problem. The major ethnical issues in conducting a scholarly project are:

1. Informed consent
2. Beneficence – do not do harm
3. Respect for anonymity and confidentiality
4. Respect for privacy

However, both the nature of nursing which is focused on caring, avoiding harm and 	protecting dignity, and the advocates role of nurses which calls for protecting the rights 	of subjects, are sometimes incongruent with the ethics in research. Nurses conducting 	clinical practice projects must remain vigilant in the protection of human subjects by 	continually reading new information on the protection of human subjects while 	conducting data collection and the publication of information about human subjects. All 	projects must pass the rigor of an IRB or Quality Improvement department.

Each Regis IRB consent form must have a COVID-19 paragraph included and the Regis 	Pride COVID-19 document read to each participant and signed by the Primary 	Investigator (DNP Student) and placed in the Appendix.

The Flesch-Kincaid grade level must be provided and can be obtained using spell check 	in word and going to the website to place the scores in a table provided and placing it in 	the Appendix of the SPP and the Regis IRB application.


Conclusion-summarize Chapter III
































Chapter IV:  Results

Introduction

	Each chapter should have an introduction. Here, the Primary Investigator (PI) briefly describes information that will be included in Chapter IV. This Chapter largely comes from IntellectusStatistics or another software, however the DNP student is expected to explain in their own words what each analysis means and adding this Chapter to the DNP Power Point Template and the DNP Poster Template. All documents in preparation for graduation should be identical and reflect the final results.

	The overall writing tone of this section is stating the findings of the project as succinctly as possible.  “Mention all relevant results, including those that run counter to expectations…Do not include individual scores or raw data….” (Use APA, 7th ed.). An opening statement on the overall purpose or intent of the study/project will prepare the reader to focus on the results presented. (Two to three sentences are usually sufficient.) In general, present the results starting with the demographics and the next most important findings as it relates to your project.


	1.  Demographics:  Who made up your sample? Discuss age, gender, etc. expressed in 	frequencies and any categorization as appropriate for clarity.

2.  Presentation of Data:  The tables, charts and graphics are placed as close as possible to the narrative concerning the display. The APA 7th. Ed. manual has clear rules on format that are to be followed (See page 195). Be sure to state "See Appendix X" for items you may have placed in the Appendices.

		A.  Quantitative: This analysis is appropriate for those studies that include a 			control group and randomized sampling.

	B.  Qualitative:  Make a clear distinction between your interpretations of the data 	from the data collected from the sample.  When identifying a theme, essence, or 	concept, provide clear examples of how the naming of the theme was derived. 	Use quotes or examples to support your interpretation. Qualitative statistical 	analysis packages are useful to analyze strictly qualitative studies. For qualitative 	projects, identify transcription management to assure integrity and 	control.

	B.  EBP Scholarly Project: Present your results as it relates to each the clinical 	practice question, aim, or objective. Avoid stringing numbers and statistics 	together, as it can confuse the reader. 

Confine the results section to data and their statistical treatment.  Reserve the implications of the results for the discussion section….For each analysis you conduct, include the name of the statistic and its particulars.  Particulars for ANOVA, for example, include the factors, how many levels of each, whether any factors involved repeated measures, and the name of any post hoc test you used.  Include important statistical values (e.g., F, t, and p) for all significant effects. (Cone & Foster, 1998, pp. 220-221)  

Missing data:  How were questionnaires or surveys treated that had missing data? 	When was a respondent’s questionnaire or survey eliminated from the study/project and 	for what reasons were any adjustments made to any of the data collected?  


Conclusion
Bring closure to Chapter IV here.




































Chapter V:  Conclusion and Discussion

Introduction
                     
	Each chapter should have an introduction. Here, the Primary Investigator (PI) briefly describes information that will be included in Chapter V in their own words avoiding first person.	

In this section of the manuscript, the DNP Student explains and discusses the following:

Interpretation of Results:

1.  The SPP Project Principal Investigator (PI) interpretation of what the results indicate in summary form—no statistics are repeated.  Avoid over-reaching and stay grounded in supporting your statements.  Bring in examples from other studies to compare and contrast.
 
2.  The researcher discusses the interpretation of the findings and shares meaning for each of the research questions, aim, or objectives.  This may include discussing findings that were expected or unexpected.  The researcher tries to account for the findings. In addition, the researcher relates findings to other studies relevant to research focus. This is written as a synthesis. 

Describe “…alternative explanations for your findings and exploring what they mean for 	theory, practice, and the world at large” (Cone & Foster, 1998, p. 239). What 	inferences can you make from the results?

3.  The theoretical or conceptual framework that was part of your SPP you should discuss 	how useful or supportive the ideas of the theorist were in explaining the findings or 	assisted in the 	interpretation of the results.

4.  Once you discuss the most relevant aspects of your SPP, describe what might have 	caused study/project limitations—instruments, sample, and data collection method.  Are 	there any internal or external validity issues (bias, control, unusual events, etc.)?












Implications for Nursing

This is an important part of the SPP. Describe contributions and significance of the knowledge gained in the project. What new knowledge gains did the study/project provide?

Implications for Nursing: 
Nursing practice, nursing research, nursing education, and nursing leadership should each 	be discussed.
Recommendations for research are discussed.



Dissemination of Findings

An important component of conduction of an EBP project is dissemination of findings so that practice may be improved. The PI presents findings of the SPP project to the stakeholders including defending your project at Regis College in front of your Project Chair, Mentor, Second Readers, peers. In addition, presentation to clinical practitioners, educators, unit leaders, and administrators may be appropriate. Where do you as the PI intend to present? On your unit, a local conference, regional conference, national conference, international conference, or submission for publication?


Limitations
 
	Describe limitations to your project, such as sample size and sample type being non-representative of the population, geographic, setting, or use of a tool with lack of reliability. What factors contributed to or threatened the intent of the study? Where there any uncontrollable circumstances such as pandemic, national disasters, lack of access to participants, or unintended changes in the study?



Conclusion


Bring closure to Chapter V here.
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Appendices-create a page that is just the word Appendices centered and in the middle of the page and then begin adding the Appendices in order of their appearance in the body of the SPP.
	“Begin each appendix on a separate page.  Center the word Appendix and the identifying capital letters (A, B, etc., in the order in which they are mentioned in text) at the top of the page.” (Current APA Text)













APPENDICES
























Sample Titles in Order

Appendix A-Theoretical Framework Graphic
Appendix B-Permission for use of the theory
Appendix C-Evidence Based Model Graphic
Appendix C-Permission for use of the EBP Model
Appendix D-Demographics Survey
Appendix E-Survey entitled "X" 
Appendix F-Permission for use of Survey "X"
Appendix G-Survey entitled "X" 
Appendix H-Permission for use of Survey "X"
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