Facts/Judgement Assignment
The five ethical issues selected are abortion, animal testing, euthanasia, climate change and data privacy.
1. Abortion
Statements of facts
i. Abortion laws vary across states and countries
ii. Medical abortion is more effective during the first ten weeks of pregnancy
iii. 45% of abortions worldwide are unsafe abortions
Statements of judgment
i. Women should be permitted to make decisions about their bodies
ii. Abortion is morally wrong despite the circumstances surrounding the action
iii. Access to abortion services is crucial to support gender equality
2. Animal Testing
Statements of facts
i. Animal testing is used in cosmetic and pharmaceutical industries
ii. Alternatives to animal testing are in the process of being developed
iii. A significant number of animals are globally used each year
Statements of judgment
i. Animal testing should be banned because it is cruel
ii. Animal testing is justified because it benefits human health
iii. Governments should be quick in implementing alternatives to animal testing
3. Euthanasia
Statements of facts
i. Euthanasia has been legalized in some countries
ii. Euthanasia requires consent of the patient and their legal guardian
iii. Passive euthanasia withholds treatments that prolong life
Statements of judgement
i. Euthanasia autonomy and dignity of terminally ill patients
ii. Legalizing euthanasia could result in abuse of the system
iii. Euthanasia is unethical
4. Climate Change
Statements of facts
i. Rising global temperatures are associated with extreme weather
ii. Human activities contribute to climate change
iii. Countries have collaborated to limit global warming and improve climate
Statements of judgement
i. Climate change is a key moral challenge in the post-modern world
ii. Economic growth should not affect the ecosystem
iii. Governments should act immediately to reduce carbon emissions
5. Data Privacy
Statements of facts
i. Companies gather personal data through online activity
ii. Data breaches expose sensitive information to undeserving parties
iii. There are specific laws that help to regulate data privacy
Statement of judgment
i. It is important to protect individual privacy
ii. People should agree that their information should be private to prevent data breaches
iii. Organizations are obliged to be open about data usage
