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A thirty-six-year-old accountant, whom we shall call Charles Johnson, married
and the father of three young children, is diagnosed as having immunoblastic
lymphadenopathy, a fatal malignant tumor of the lymph nodes. He has been
Lecelv'ug a Vauety of treatmeants, yet his condition has steadily worsened.
i ..1 and medical measures have been exhausted. He
1g nerve-root pain; he must take addicting doses of
narcotics but st:ﬂ is not free ﬂom pain. The expenses of his treatrnient are rapidly
exhausting his family’s financial resources. Charles’s wife and farnily are begin-
ning to withdraw from him emotionally, in anticipation of his inevitable death.
ving reconciled himself to his death, he asks the doctor for the means of
killing himself to end his pain, the suffering of his family, and the depletion of
the funds that are so important for his famﬂy s future well-being. Is it morally

permissible for the physician to acquiesce in this request?*






