Response to Stella
Thank you for your insightful description of study and its contribution to evidence-based practice. Undoubtedly, the purpose was to provide state-specific statistics that could guide the development of public health initiatives (Sullivan et al., 2018). I really enjoyed the comprehensive description of the design. Consistent with Elmore et al. (2020), I considered the study to be based on a retrospective cohort design because the data was collected back in time after the development of the outcome. However, your description provides additional insights into the minute aspects of the design. By providing state-specific data, the study reveals the local trends and disparities in HIV and syphilis rates by race and ethnicity. The rate ratios (RRs) across the states speak to the disparities that racial/ethnic minorities face. As supported by Best et al. (2021), the findings could inform policies for multilevel interventions targeting social determinants of health that create the disparities. Indeed, this reflects your thoughts on addressing health literacy among vulnerable groups.
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	Thank you for your informative post. Sullivan et al. (2020) sought to determine racial/ethnic disparities in HIV and syphilis diagnoses among MSM at the state level. Undoubtedly, the study is based on an observational cross-sectional design considering that the outcomes were measured at one point in time (Wang & Kattan, 2020). Further, it is essential to consider other ways the design could be described. As supported by evidence (Elmore et al., 2020), it can be described as a retrospective cohort study considering it compared the outcomes between groups back in time. Regardless, I agree that the visualization of the data provides nuanced understanding of the trends at the state-level. Public health officials use the information in designing public health initiatives targeting social determinants of health that cause the disparity. For a DNP-prepared nurse, this information also speaks to the importance of using epidemiological data to understand health disparities that they could address through tailored programs at the practice level.
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