Hello Roselyn
Thank you for your informative post regarding the qualitative SPP. I appreciate the clarity and explicit design of the interviews because they appear directly aligned to the topic. The questions are persuasive and would provide insightful information about transition challenges that would benefit from mentorship. The open-ended questions would elicit expansive responses that could allow an exhaustive exploration of the topic. For instance, asking “What are the areas of skill or knowledge areas do you think novice nurse educators need the most support?” would stimulate open and reflective elaboration. Moreover, probes such as “How did that impact your teaching confidence?” encourage depth in the interview process. I agree that the anticipation of hesitancy because of unfamiliarity with the research process or lack of trust is realistic. Consequently, it is essential to disclose all the relevant project information and assure confidentiality to reduce the hesitancy. Strategies such as member checking could be useful in ensuring the validity and reliability of the findings. As supported by Bispo Júnior (2022), you may also want to consider how to minimize social desirability bias in the data collection process. As a suggestion, you could consider one or two explanatory questions focused on informal support, for example, peers, which could may have a significant influence on the transition.
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I appreciate the contribution and insights you provide regarding the qualitative interview for the SPP. The questions are clearly aligned with the research question and can elicit the expected response. I agree that the shift from “proficiency” to “preparedness” aligns better with student experiences and perceptions that you seek to explore. The questions are open-ended, but I believe they might limit the breadth of information acquired because most could be answered with shirt answers. For example, the question “Do you feel more confident or the same…” could lead to binary answers without a follower-up problem. I appreciate that requesting participants to explain their answers would add depth, but using specific probing questions could improve the structure of the interview and responses further. I rightly agree that participant tiredness and reluctance are a major problem in qualitative research, with evidence reifying the observation (VandeVusse et al., 2022). It would be essential to consider whether the students will feel pressured to be constructive enough, thus preventing social desirability bias. Finally, I would suggest further refinement of the questions to reflect a more narrative format. Foe example, you could ask, “Tell us how the skills day changed your understanding or practice of postpartum care?” One final observation relates to the strategy or approach to distinguishing perceived preparedness from actual preparedness. All the best.
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