Discussion 1: Introductions
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello everyone! My name is Martin Mutesasira, for those with whom we may not have shared previous courses or interacted. I am Registered Nurse currently working at Good Shepherd Community Care in Massachusetts where I have proudly served since 2014. My experience as an RN dates back to 2011 when I acquired my licensure and started working at Nizhoni Care System. However, my journey in healthcare began in 2008 when I qualified as a Licensed Practical Nurse, marking the start of my deeply fulfilling academic and career trajectory. Over the years, I have had the opportunity to work in a variety of care settings, including hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and homecare VNAs. Working across these diverse settings has not only broadened my clinical knowledge but also strengthened my passion for delivering patient-centered care with empathy and professionalism.
I am currently enrolled in the Online Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program at Regis College, specializing in the Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (PMHNP) track. I am grateful that the journey so far has been both enriching and eye-opening. It has helped me refine my understanding of mental health challenges and the critical role advanced practice nurses play in improving patient outcomes. Alongside this course, I am also in the planning phase of my Scholarly Practice Project, which centers on implementing an educational intervention aimed at enhancing nurses’ knowledge, skills, and confidence in motivational interviewing. The project, embedded in the quest for person-centered care, will benefit significantly from this course and promote behavior changes in supporting mental health recovery.
On this note, my interest in nursing informatics emanates from its potential to transform care delivery by bridging the gap between nursing practice and data-driven decision-making, while also facilitating continuous quality improvement. The course reminds me about a quote by Dr. Edwards Deming, who stated, “In God we trust. Everyone else must bring data.” The statement highlights the relevance of collecting, analyzing, and using data to support clinical judgment at the bedside and driving system-wide changes. Through this course, I am eager to deepen my skills in applying informatics tools such as electronic health records, data analytics, and outcome tracking to support quality, effective, patient-centered, evidence-based, and data-drive care. I believe that the insights gained from the course will be instrumental to improving patient outcomes, empowering nurses, and implementing innovative solutions in practice. 
Outside of academics and work, I enjoy listening to music, mentoring young people, and spending time with my family and friends. I wait with pleasure to learn about you, learn, and grow together in this course. Thank you and all the best!

