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Introduction
Identifying data measurement tools that will assist in outcome measurement is the focus this week. The goal is to review the content and familiarize yourself with the different data measurement tools used in research. Look over the various data measurement tools and its concepts for your project to find a tool that will be consistent in measuring the outcomes of your DNP Scholarly Practice Project (SPP). In NU727, you will further consider a measurement tool that is applicable for your SPP when you begin designing the project.

Learning Materials Introduction
This week, your focus includes an overview of the components of the Scholarly Practice Project (SPP) and preparing you with advanced competencies for roles as a leader or faculty or in the clinical arena.

All the weekly learning materials (WO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6) will assist you as you complete the weekly assignments. They will also prepare you with content needed to develop your SPP and enhance your role as a DNP-prepared scholar.

The content within the learning materials should provide support to substantiate the value of the DNP-prepared nurse and the significance of your DNP Scholarly Practice Project (SPP).

Weekly Objectives (WO)
By the end of this week, you will be able to:

Identify the various data measurement tools applicable to your SPP.
Evaluate the validated instruments in the literature.
Differentiate the DNP project instruments and their measurement outcomes.
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What's Due When
Learning Activity	Due Date	Points
Week 12 Discussion 1: Data Measurement Tools (WO 1)	Initial Post: Day 3;
Replies: Day 7	100 points
Complete Learning Activities Table
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Advanced Research Methods for EBP I
Week 12: Learning Materials
Readings
Bradshaw, M. & Vitale, T. (2021). The DNP project workbook: A step-by-step process for success (1st ed.). Springer. (WO 1, 2, 3)
(p. 210)
Video
Find Research Instruments in Literature Databases Video (4:10 minutes)

Find Research Instruments in Literature Databases Video Transcript
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Find Research Instruments in Literature Databases Video Transcript
Welcome to a USC Libraries tutorial. In this tutorial, we will learn to locate research instruments in literature databases such as CINAHL, PsycINFO, and PubMed.

Library databases are usually the best resources for identifying relevant, validated, and reliable research instruments. Databases provide information about instruments but they do not provide access to the instruments themselves. To access and use the actual instruments, you must contact the author or purchase the instrument from the publisher. Literature databases such as CINAHL, PsycINFO and PubMed will help you identify research instruments by finding articles that reference research instruments.

The CINAHL database has special search options to help you find articles that reference research instruments. Let's look for an instrument to measure self-care for people with heart failure.

In advanced search, change, "Select a field." To, "IN instrumentation." This will limit your search to articles that include research instruments. Scroll through the results to find relevant articles, or use the filters on the left to narrow your results.

Let's take a closer look at one of the articles. On the article page, scroll down to view the instrumentation section under the abstract. You will see a list of research instruments used in this study and referenced in this article. In this case there is an instrument listed called Self-Care of Heart Failure Index, version 6.2. To learn more, click on, "Find it at USC." To get to the full text of the article.

Once you have located the article, read the method section and look for a description and references to the instrument. In this case references 11 through 13 are cited in relation to the Self-Care of Heart Failure Index. Find citations 11 through 13 in the reference list. Locate these articles through USC Libraries to find more information, including development and validity and reliability testing about the instrument. Look for articles about the development to identify the original author of the instrument.

Another strategy you can use in CINAHL is to use the questionnaire scale publication type filter. In advance search, enter your search terms and scroll down to the publication type filter and choose, "Questionnaire Scale." The PsycINFO database has special search options to help you find articles that reference research instruments.

In advance search, enter your search terms and change the search field to, "Test and measure." Scroll through the results to find relevant articles, or use the filters on the left to narrow your search. Click on an article title. Scroll down and view the test and measure section under the abstract. You will see a list of research instruments used in this study and referenced in this article. To learn more, open up the full text or click, "Find it at USC." To get to the full text of the article. Read the method section of the article for description and references to the instruments used in this study, then follow the references to additional articles to find more information about the development and validity and reliability testing, as well as to identify the author of the instrument.

Not all literature databases have special filters to help you locate research instruments but you can include search terms to help you narrow your search results. For example, in PubMed, try adding terms such as measure, instrument, questionnaire, survey, test, scale, and other terms for research instrument to your search. This technique will work in other databases as well.

If the author or publisher contact information is not listed in one of these databases, search the internet for the name of the instrument or author to learn how to access the instrument that you have identified.

For more details on finding research instruments, watch the other video in this series, Find Instruments in Instrument Databases.

Please contact USC Libraries for help. Thank you.
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Completion requirements
To do: Make forum posts: 1
Value: 100 points

Due: In an effort to facilitate scholarly discourse, create your initial post by Day 3, and reply to at least two of your classmates, on two separate days, by Day 7.

Grading Category: Discussion Boards

Initial Post
Data measurement tools are helpful ways to measure a dependent variable or outcome in a desired topic. These tools are typically evidence-based and have been tested in research.

Quantitative/Mixed Method Designs:
For this assignment, if your project is quantitative or mixed method, name some of the validated tools that you might use to measure data related to your SPP topic. If you are using or adopting a standardized tool, or creating your own, give a full description of the tool (i.e., name, author/year, and purpose, rationale for usage, range of scores, and established reliability and validity). (e.g., Cronbach alpha coefficient or intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC).

Some quantitative data measurement tools include:

A reliable and validated instrument (e.g., the Maslach Burnout Inventory to measure burnout; the State Trait Anxiety Inventory to measure states and traits of anxiety).
A self-designed survey (if selected, please explain whether instruments could be located to measure your dependent variables. Provide examples of questions you’d ask)
Qualitative Designs:
If you are conducting a qualitative project, describe how you plan to collect data through your open-ended questionnaire. Open-ended questions allow for an assessment of the outcomes you intend to gather in the lens of your participant’s experiences, perceptions, or other phenomenon you hope to investigate. These questions can be delivered by the Primary Investigator (PI) during a semi-structured focus group interview or on a survey. List two open-ended questions, with probes, that could fit your project topic. Explain why you selected and wrote these questions in this manner. Identify at least three essential components to open-ended questions that will generate a meaningful reply from participants.

Replies
Reply to at least two of your classmates’ posts. In your reply posts, provide constructive feedback to two of your peers. Perhaps you can suggest additional tools that might be appropriate for data measurement.

Please refer to the Grading Rubric for details on how this activity will be graded.

The described expectations meet the passing level of 80 %. Students are directed to review the Discussion Grading Rubric for criteria which exceed expectations.
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