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Week 3 NU 741 Discussion 1: Applying Ethics in DNP Projects
	Ethics in DNP projects are vital because researchers ought to identify dilemmas and make informed decisions to ensure a rigorous review procedure. More so, DNP projects necessitate a comprehensive review of scientific merit and protection of human subjects (McIltrot et al., 2022). Applying ethics in a DNP project involves a multifaceted technique focusing on the project's integrity and human subjects' autonomy. The autonomy allows the participants to decide whether to participate in research projects. Research projects are associated with benefits and risks, whereby risks can harm or exploit the participants. Ethical tenets safeguard participants and help preserve research integrity (McIltrot et al., 2022). It is worth noting that the National Institute of Health (NIH) clinical center issued seven critical guiding tenets for ethical research. The paper will discuss the significance of three guiding principles and the application of these ethical tenets in implementing a patient health questionnaire (nine) education program for nurses within primary care.
Informed Consent
	Prior to beginning a research project, a principal investigator should obtain informed consent from the individuals taking part in the project. Informed consent is considered a guiding principle because it defines the research project's aim, mechanisms, probable hazards, and merits (Polit & Beck, 2021). The PI will secure informed consent from each individual taking part in the project and ensure the participants are cognizant of the project's comprehensive details and roles. The process of acquiring informed consent from the participants will be completed once the individuals comprehend the information and how it involves the clinical scenarios and make a voluntary decision about whether to join the project. The PI will allow the participants to ask questions or clarifications and thereafter take a signature to acknowledge the participants' volition to participate and consent (Polit & Beck, 2021). Adhering to the informed consent tenet will build trust and rapport between the PI and the participants, leading to transparency.
Social and Clinical Value
	A social and clinical worth relates to the merit of the project. Thus, research projects must maintain this guiding principle by answering a precise question. The answers to the clinical query ought to benefit the participants and snowball the nursing knowledge. DNP projects utilize evidence to tailor solutions that meet the definite clinical necessities, making them applicable within the continuum of care (Bradshaw & Vitale, 2021). The proposed DNP project entails implementing a PHQ-9 education program to increase timely depression screening and identification. In the project, the social worth is evident in comprehending detailed barriers nurses grapple with when screening for depression, such as a shortfall of provider knowledge in proper PHQ-9 administration practices. Conversely, the clinical value is in collecting suitable interventions. The proposed intervention bolsters the social and clinical worth guiding tenet because it is intended to improve patient outcomes and utility to registered nurses, patients, families, and primary care (Bradshaw & Vitale, 2021). Therefore, achieving these objectives will ensure that the project meets the clinical and social necessities and health outcomes. 
Likely and Enrolled Individuals 
	The guiding principle for respect for budding and enrolled human subjects requires investigators to treat participants respectfully (Miteu, 2024). Therefore, researchers must respect the participants' privacy, confidentiality, and right to decide whether to join the project. In addition, the investigators' mandate is to inform the individuals of novel information that may emerge during the research project, monitor their well-being, and inform them of the project's insights and findings. The PI will observe this principle by maintaining the participants' confidentiality, de-identifying identifiable data and honoring participants' time. Besides, the PI will schedule the training sessions based on availability to thwart possible fatigue. In conclusion, these tenets will help ensure that the project is ethical and has integrity (Miteu, 2024).
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